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Wisdom from Saint Francis de Sales
Patron of the Institute of Christ the King Sovereign Priest

“ By giving yourself to God, you not only receive Himself in exchange, but eternal life as well. ”




SaNncTuary Lamp THIS WEEK IS FOR HOoLY MOTHER
CHURCH & REQUESTOR’S INTENTIONS

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE
Sunday, 2nd April
PaLm SunDAY
8-8:25am Confessions
8:30am Low Mass (no palms) -
Mary & Frank Pittella, by Mary Newman
10-10:20am Confessions
10:30am Blessing of Palms, Procession & High
Mass - Joanna Czaderna, by Bianca Czaderna
5:30pm Organ at the Oratory Recital Series followed
by 6pm Vespers & Benediction

Monday, 3rd April
Fic Monpay oF HoLy WEEK
7:30-7:55am Confessions
8am Low Mass - Maria Lena Perrino,
by Michael G. Ursini

Tuesday, 4th April
Tuespay or HoLy WEEkK
7:30-7:55am Confessions
8am Low Mass - T Aniela Kaczynska (23rd yr. anniv.),
by grandson David Charette

Wednesday, 5th April
Spy WEDNEsDAY OF HoLy WEEK
7:30-7:55am Confessions
8am Low Mass - T Paul Ivers,
by Katharine Zatkowski
6pm Tenebrz of Maundy Thursday

Thursday, 6th April
Maunpy THURsDAY oF HoLy WEEK
10:30-11:45am Confessions
12 noon Solemn Mass of the Lord’s Supper -
Pro Populo
6pm Tenebrz of Good Friday
Adoration at the Altar of Repose till midnight

Friday, 7th April

Goop Fripay or Hory WEEK
10:30-11:45am Confessions
12 noon Solemn Mass of the Presanctified
3pm Stations of the Cross
6pm Tenebrz of Holy Saturday

Saturday, 8th April
Hovry SATURDAY
10:30-11:30am Confessions
12 noon Solemn Easter Vigil - Prior General of the
Institute of Christ the King Sovereign Priest
foliﬁwed by blessing of Easter Baskets (St. Patrick
Hall)

Sunday, 9th April
FASTER SUNDAY
8-8:25am Confessions
8:30am Low Mass - Pro Populo
10-10:25am Confessions
10:30am High Mass & Benediction - Pro Populo
No Vespers this evening

St. Patrick Church Donations
Week of March 26th: $8,042.73

Please donate securely online at
www.osvhub.com/stpatrick-parish-and-oratory
May God reward your generosity!

Lourdes Pilgrimage Intentions
The Sovereign Military Order of Malta is s(}i)onsoring their

annual Pilgrimage to Shrine of Our Lady of Lourdes,
France on 5/2 to 5/9/2023. The Eastern Connecticut area
is accepting your intentions to be hand-carried to the
Grotto by one of the Order’s members. Anyone may
request Our Lady’s intercession for personal Kealing of
physical, emotional, psychological, or spiritual challenges.
Intentions slips are available to place in marked box at the
back of Church. If you prefle)r, mail your request by
4/15/23 directly a pilgrimage attendee, as marked.

New Day Bereavement Program

Thursday, April 13, 2023 6:30 PM — 8 PM, St. Francis of
Assisi Church Hall, Naugatuck St. Francis of Assisi in
Naugatuck is offering a 10-week program for those
grieving the loss of a loved one. This is an opportunity to
share with others who have experienced a similar loss.
Through this process healing can begin. Please call St.
Francis Parish Center to register (203-729-4543) or Pat
(203-723-8194)

Sunday, 2nd April

Palm Sunday, 8:30am Low Mass, 10:30am Blessing of
Palms, Procession & High Mass

“Organ at the Oratory” Recital Series at 5:30pm
followed by 6pm Vespers & Benediction

Sunday, 9th April
Easter Sunday, 8:30am Low Mass, 10:30am High Mass

& Benediction, no Vespers

Sunday, 16th April
3pm Holy Hour of Adoration with Divine Mercy
Chaplet, followed by Vespers & Benediction

Sunday, 23rd April
Coffee & Doughnut Social after High Mass

Wednesday, 26th April
Solemnity (Patronage) of St. Joseph, 8am Low Mass &
6pm High Mass

Saturday, 29th April

Sursum Corda Youn
conference & potluc
emailing the Rector.

Sunday, 30th April

1st Communion Examinations after High Mass

1st Friday, 5th May
8am Low Mass, 5pm Holy Hour & Confessions, 6pm
High Mass

Ist Saturday, 6th May
8am High Mass & Devotions. No breakfast nor
conference. 1st Confessions for 1st Communion
Students after High Mass & Devotions
Sunday, 7th May
May Crowning & 1st Communion High Mass starting at
10:30am followed by reception (volunteers are requested
to help provide foodgl

I6TH-17TH JUNE NATIONAL RETREAT FOR THE
Sociery oF THE SACRED HEeART AT ST. PATRICK
ORATORY

Adult (ages 18-35) spiritual
at 6pm. RSVP required by



SANCTUARY LAMP THIS WEEK IS FOR
CanoN Estrapa & ABBE KEVIN, BY RoB CoviELLO

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE
Sunday, 9th April
EASTER SUNDAY
8-8:25am Confessions
8:30am Low Mass - Pro Populo
10-10:25am Confessions
10:30am High Mass & Benediction - Pro Populo
No Vespers this evening

Monday, 10th April
EAsTER MONDAY
Exceptionally on this day, there will be no scheduled
8am Mass as it will be transposed to the evening
5pm Church doors open
% 5:30-5:55pm Confessions
6pm Low Mass - Newman-Pittella families,
by Mary Newman

Tuesday, 11th April
FAsTER TUESDAY
7:30-7:55am Confessions
8am Low Mass - T Theresa Stefanczyk (birthday
remembrance), by Maria Stefanczyk

Wednesday, 12th April
EAsTER WEDNESDAY
7:30-7:55am Confessions
8am Low Mass - 11 Pierre & Marie Charette,
by grandson David Charette

Thursday, 13th April
EasTER THURSDAY
7:30-7:55am Confessions
8am Low Mass - T Paul Ivers,
by Katharine Zatkowski

Friday, 14th April
EASTER FrRIDAY
7:30-7:55am Confessions
8am Low Mass - Deceased of LaBonte family,
by Janice Longo
5pm Holy Hour of Adoration & Confessions

Saturday, 15th April
EASTER SATURDAY
7:30-7:55am Confessions
8am Low Mass - T Vincent Shaheen, deceased of
Shaheen, Ellis & Dummitt family members,
by family

Sunday, 16th April

Low Sunpay (OcTavE DAY OF EASTER)
7:30-7:55am Confessions
8:30am Low Mass - Pro Populo
10-10:25am Confessions
10:30am High Mass - Albert & Weronika

N Sadowski, by great-grandson David Charette
3pm Holy Hour (Divine Mercy chaplet) followed
by Vespers & Benediction

The Hidden Mystery of the
Donkey and the Colt of
Palm Sunday

Our Lord sends two of His disciples
ahead to the nearby village of Bethphage
in order to untie a donkey and a colt
and if questioned, to say that the
donkey was needed by the Lord. The
two disciples lose no time in executing
the order given to them by their Divine
Master; and the donkey and the colt are
soon brought to the pf;ce where Christ
stands. The Fathers of the Church have
explained to us the mystery of these two
animals. 'The donkey represents the
Jewish people, bound by sin who had
been long under the yoke of the Old
Mosaic Law. Christ then gives the
apostles the authority to go and untie
tllﬁ)e donkey and bring it to Him.
Tradition tells us that these two apostles
singled out from the rest are Saints Peter
anc% John (the apostles of Faith and
Charity). On the other hand, the colt,
upon which “no one has ever sat” (Mark
11:2) represents the Gentiles. Unlike
the Jewish people, the Gentiles have not
felt the yoke of the Law. 'Thus the
Gentiles, represented by the colt, is
ready to be E)ed by faith and charity to
Jesus. No one needs a rope to lead the
colt, because it naturally follows its
mother. This is God’s plan to save us:
that salvation should come through the
Jews, who, like the donkey, were bound
under the Old Law. The Gentiles would
follow in the faith of the children of
Abraham, led by the apostles, just as the
colt follows its mother. But since the
Jews refused to acknowledge Jesus as the
Messiah, the Gentiles (represented by
the colt) will take their place to be
adopted as God’s chosen people. Thus
by Faith and Charity, the Gentiles
became heirs to the promise of salvation
by coming through the apostles, i.e.,
through the Holy CathoFic Church,
whom Christ has given authority to
bind and to loose.




SAINT PATRICK ORATORY

WATERBURY, CONNECTICUT

HOLY WEEK 2023

PALM SUNDAY | ArriL 2
Low Mass 8:30 A.M.
BressiNg oF Parms, ProcEssioN & Hica MAss 10:30 A.M:
Pueri Hebreeorum (Victoria)
Passio DNJC secundum Mattheeum (Victoria)
O Crux ave (Palestrina)
O Jesu Christe (Jacquet da Mantova)
ORGAN RECITAL 5:30 P.M.
SoLEMN VEsPERS & BENEDICTION 6:00 P.M.

SPY WEDNESDAY | APriLj
TENEBRE 6:00 P.M.
Miserere (Allegri)

MAUNDY THURSDAY | Arrm 6
SoLEMN MASS 12:00 NOON

Mass for Five Voices (Byrd)

Ubi caritas (Duruflé)

Awve verum corpus (Dering)
TENEBRAE 6:00 P.M.

GOOD FRIDAY | ApriL 7
SoLEMN MAss OF THE PRESANCTIFIED 12:00 NOON
Passio DNJC secundum Joannem (Byrd)
Ecce lignum / Crux fidelis (Willaert)
Vexilla Regis (Bruckner)
STATIONS OF THE CROSS 3:00 P.M.
Stabat Mater (Nees)
Adoramus te Christe (Viadana)
TENEBRAE 6:00 P.M.

EASTER VIGIL | ArriL 8

Tue GreAT PascHAL VIGIL 12:00 NOON
Mass in C Major (“Sparrow”) (Mozart)
Surrexit a mortuis (Widor)
Dum transisset (Taverner)
Magnificat octawi toni (Lassus)

EASTER SUNDAY | ArriLg

Low Mass 8:30 a.M.

Hica Mass & BENEDICTION 10:30 AM.
Terra tremuit (Byrd)
Christus resurgens (Byrd)
Congratulamini mihi (Willaert)
Final from Symphony No. 6 (Vierne)

Saint Patrick Oratory | 50 Charles Street | Waterbury, Connecticut
stpatrick@icksp.org



Holy Week

Holy Week begins with the celebration of’
Palm Sunday. This day of course celebrates the
triumphant entrance of Our Lord into Jerusalem at
the beginning of that week which was to be
We

have an echo of Palm Sunday at every Mass, just

consummated in his death and resurrection.

before the consecration when we make our own the
cry of the crowds: Benedictus qui venit, “Blessed is
He that cometh in the name of the Lord.” Perhaps
it would also be useful to remind ourselves as we
sing these words that the same mouths who
proclaimed these words on the first Palm Sunday
also cried out on the first Good Friday, “Crucify
Him, crucify Him!” And so we should examine
our own consciences: fair-weather

are we

Christians, or are there still aspects of our own life
which crucify the Lord? Our Lord’s Palm Sunday
was on the 10th day of the holy Jewish month of
Nisan: this was the day when the paschal lambs
who were to be slaughtered four days later were
brought into the holy city. Not a coincidence.

The best known part of Palm Sunday, of]
course, is the blessing and procession with palms.
In the traditional rite, the blessing is an elaborate
ceremony that resembles a Mass. After the
procession, when we come to the church door we
sing the lovely hymn Gloria Laus, “Glory, praise
and honor to thee Redeemer King,” composed by
the holy bishop St. Theodulph. Then, once the
subdeacon taps on the door with the foot of the
cross, the doors open and we enter the church. This
ceremony reminds us that the gates of heaven,
closed by sin, could only be opened by the cross of
Christ.

Maundy Thursday commemorates above all
the institution of the Blessed Eucharist. The Mass
on this day has a mix of joy and foreboding sorrow:
and these must indeed have been the sentiments
filling Our Lord’s heart on this day, desiring to
leave us this permanent memorial of his love and
filled with dread at the ingratitude of the
Crucifixion. At the Gloria all the bells are rung,

and then they are silenced till the Easter Vigil. The
kiss of peace is not given on this day at Solemn
Mass, as the Church recoils in horror from
employing this gesture of friendship which Judas
used to betray his Master. The Collect of the day’s
Mass brings home to us the drama, the mystery,
the only two possible outcomes of our own
relationship with Christ: “O God, from whom
Judas received the punishment of his guilt and the
thief the reward of his confession, grant us the
effect of Thy clemency” That strange word
Maundy the

commandment, “mandatum”, because Our Lord

comes from Latin word for
gave His new commandment of brotherly love at
the Last Supper. The altar is stripped after Mass, in
a ceremony which naturally recalls the stripping of]
Our Lord.

Good Friday, with its black vestments and
disconcerting silence, is the day when the world
stands still at the death of the Redeemer. The
Church prays for every class of person — for those
inside and outside the Church, for the hierarchy
and the laity, for heretics, pagans and Jews — that
all might be saved by the blood of Christ. Then
follows the “creeping to the cross,” and we
genuflect three times on our way to kiss the cross,
the sign of our redemption. The priest and servers
even remove their shoes to do so, like Moses when
he stood on holy ground in the Book of Exodus.
The world washed in the blood of Christ has
become holy ground. On this one day of the year,
the divine sacrifice is not offered: in the rite called
the Mass of the Presanctified the priest consumes
the additional host consecrated the day before. The
Mass of the Presanctified is not a real Mass, as there
is no consecration, but it bears a strong
resemblance to the Mass. The host from the day
before is carried in triumph to the high altar; it is
in a chalice, to show the link between the Mass and
Calvary. Holy communion is not distributed on
this day of mourning — for theological, symbolic
Even the other
clergy attending the ceremony do not receive

and even psychological reasons.

communion, only the one celebrant. The Church




is a widow on this day and she is in mourning,
without the consolation of holy communion; she
imitates the desolation of Our Lord’s companions
on that first Good Friday. Not being able to
receive communion that day increases our desire

The total

disappearance of the Blessed Sacrament from

for a fervent Easter communion.

church at the end of the ceremony reflects the utter
desolation of the world at that moment when Our
Savior died: His soul left His body.

Holy Saturday, with its mixture of triumph
and mournful waiting, reminds us that already at
the moment of His death, Our Lord’s soul went
the
medieval artists loved to depict as the harrowing of
hell. Fire is lit outside the Church doors, and then
there is the whole rite of lighting the Paschal
Candle. The deacon processes into the church with

triumphantly to limbo: mystery which

a triple-branched candle, which of course,
represents the Trinity: each of the three divine
Persons bears the light of the divinity. Inside the
Church there is Easter Candle which represents the
Incarnation: the second person of the Trinity takes
the wax of the candle
represents our Lord’s human body and the wick is
his soul; the flame, of course, is His divinity. The
five grains of incense nailed into the candle figure
His Passion. The paschal candle is lit from the
second branch of the triple candle to represent the

moment of the Resurrection. Then we listen to a

on a human nature:

long series of Old Testament prophecies, reminding
us of the long series of promises that God is about
to fulfill. In ancient Christian Rome, this part of
the Easter Vigil filled a large part of the night, as
the 12 prophecies were sung in both Latin and
Greek, while the catechumens about to be baptized
received their final preparations. When the priest
blesses the font by plunging in the Paschal Candle
and mixing in the holy oils, he recites a prayer
which refers to the font as the womb of our

Mother the Church. this the

catechumens are about to be born again to new

From font,

life. Then the priest and ministers will process to
the altar for Mass, clothed now in the white

vestments of new life, and as the bells return during
the Gloria, all the sacred images are uncovered.
Lent is over! Before the Gospel, the Alleluia, the
song sung by the saints in heaven, is solemnly

Our

exile is now over: Christ has brought us into the

announced for the first time in two months.

promised land.

An ancient sermon for Holy Saturday

“What is happening? Today there is a great
silence over the earth, a great silence, and stillness,
a great silence because the King sleeps; the earth
was in terror and was still, because God slept in the
flesh and raised up those who were sleeping from
the ages. God has died in the flesh, and the
underworld has trembled.

Truly he goes to seek out our first parent like
a lost sheep; he wishes to visit those who sit in
darkness and in the shadow of death. He goes to
free the prisoner Adam and his fellow-prisoner Eve
from their pains, He who is God, and Adam’s Son.

The Lord goes in to them holding his
victorious weapon, His cross. When Adam, the
first created man, sees Him, he strikes his breast in
terror and calls out to all: ‘My Lord be with you
all.” And Christ in reply says to Adam: ‘And with
your spirit.” And grasping his hand He raises him
up, saying: ‘Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the
dead, and Christ shall give you light.

‘I am Your God, who for your sake became
your Son, who for you and your descendants now
speak and command with authority those in
prison: Come forth, and those in darkness: Have
light, and those who sleep: Rise.

‘I command you: Awake, sleeper, I have not
made you to be held a prisoner in the underworld.
Arise from the dead; I am the life of the dead.
Arise, O man, work of my hands, arise, you who
were fashioned in my image. Rise, let us go hence;
for you in me and I in you, together we are one
undivided person.

‘For you, I your God became your son; for
you, I the Master took on your form; that of slave;




for you, I who am above the heavens came on earth
and under the earth; for you, man, I became as a
man without help, free among the dead; for you,
who left a garden, I was handed over to Jews from a
garden and crucified in a garden.

‘Look at the spittle on My face, which I
received because of you, in order to restore you to
that first divine inbreathing at creation. See the
blows on My cheeks, which I accepted in order to
refashion your distorted form to My own image.

‘See the scourging of My back, which I
accepted in order to disperse the load of your sins
which was laid upon your back. See my hands
nailed to the tree for a good purpose, for you, who
stretched out your hand to the tree for an evil one.

‘I slept on the cross and a sword pierced My
side, for you, who slept in paradise and brought
forth Eve from your side. My side healed the pain
of your side; my sleep will release you from your
sleep in Hades; my sword has checked the sword
which was turned against you.

‘But arise, let us go hence. The enemy
brought you out of the land of paradise; 1 will
reinstate you, no longer in paradise, but on the
I denied you the tree of life,
which was a figure, but now I myself am united to

throne of heaven.

you, I who am life. I posted the cherubim to guard
you as they would slaves; now I make the cherubim
worship you as they would God.

“The cherubim throne has been prepared,
the bearers are ready and waiting, the bridal
chamber is in order, the food is provided, the
everlasting houses and rooms are in readiness; the
treasures of good things have been opened; the
kingdom of heaven has been prepared before the
ages.

Easter Sunday

He is risen: He is not here! The Corpse, laid
by the hands of them that loved their Lord, on the
slab that lies in that cave, is risen; and without
removing the stone that closed the entrance, has
gone forth, quickened with a life which can never

die. No man has helped Him. No prophet has
stood over the dead Body, bidding it return to life.
It is Jesus Himself, and by His own power, that has
risen. He suffered death, not from necessity, but
because He so willed; and again, because He willed,
He has delivered Himself from its bondage. O
Jesus! Thou, that thus mockest death, art the Lord
our God! We reverently bend our knee before this
empty tomb, which is now forever sacred, because,
for a few hours, it was the place of Thy abode.
Behold the place where they laid Him! Behold the
winding-sheet and bands, which remain to tell the
mystery of thy having once been dead! The Angel
says to the women: Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, who
was crucified! The recollection makes us weep. Yes,
it was but the day before yesterday that His Body
was carried hither, mangled, wounded, bleeding.
Here, in this cave, from which the Angel has now
rolled back the stone—in this cave, which His
presence fills with a more than mid-day
brightness—stood the afflicted Mother. It echoed
with the sobs of them that were at the burial, John
and the two disciples, Magdalene and her
companions. The sun sank beneath the horizon,
and the first day of Jesus’ burial began. But the
prophet had said: “In the evening weeping shall
have place; and in the morning gladness.” This
glorious, happy morning has come, O Jesus! and
great indeed is our gladness at seeing that this same
sepulcher, whither we followed Thee with aching
hearts, is now but the trophy of Thy victory! Thy
precious wounds are healed! It was we that caused
them; permit us to kiss them. Thou art now living,
more glorious than ever, and immortal. And
because we resolved to die in our sins, when Thou
wast dying in order to expiate them, Thou willest
that we too should live eternally with Thee; that
Thy victory over death should be ours; that death
should be for us as it was for Thee, a mere passage
to immortality, and should one day give back,
uninjured and glorified, these bodies which are to
be lent for a while to the tomb. Glory, then, and
honor, and love, be to Thee, O Jesus! who didst
deign not only to die, but to rise again for us!




“ALLELUIAY"
CHRIST IS RISEN'

CALLELOIAY™

These are the words that give our life meaning!
These are the words that give our world hope!
With these simple words we proclaim what God
has done in the life giving death and glorious
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. As we
rejoice this Easter I offer you my warmest
greetings and my blessing.

Easter is about rebirth and life unending —
our rebirth at our Baptism and our participation
in eternal life by the worthy reception of the Holy
Eucharist. We are invited to renew our baptismal
promises and to receive the Body and Blood of
Christ ever more devoutly during this season.

As we gather in our churches and with
our families to celebrate this Holy Day;, let us
remember that this is no mere holiday, not just
something we sing about and celebrate one Sunday
a year, but a reality that we are called to live each
day! It is through our faith and our commitment
to living a life of love, of sacrifice, and of service
to others, just as Jesus did, that we truly proclaim
the joy of this Easter message. And every time we
overcome temptation, every time we say no to
sin, every time evil is vanquished with good, the
resurrection of Jesus Christ triumphs in us.

During this Easter Season, let us also pray for
those who are suffering in body, mind, soul or
spirit, for the lonely and grieving, and for those
who are in need of God’s mercy and compassion.
May we find ways to be a source of faith, hope
and comfort for them, sharing the good news of
Easter by joining our voices to those of the first
disciples in proclaiming, “The Lord is risen!”
“He is truly risen!”

May the blessings of Easter fill your

hearts and homes. Know that as we
celebrate this Easter you remain in . E \
my prayers as I ask God’s choicest o

blessings upon you and your loved
ones. He is Risen, Alleluia!

Sincerely yours in Christ,

SEESERES - Archbishop of Hartford



