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September 27, 2026 External Solemnity of St. Thérése of the Child Jesus

Dear faithful,

This Sunday, we commemorate with an External Solemnity the greatest saint of the modern era according to
Pope St. Pius X, none other than the “Little Flower,” St. Thérése of the Child Jesus, or more simply, St.
Thérese of Lisieux. I once had the privilege, with other seminarians of the Institute, of visiting this saint’s
childhood home, and it is a cherished memory.

We live in a world which complicates things so easily and so unnecessarily, and in which so many put up
pretensions of virtue, and so many have forgotten how to be simple, up-front and direct in their speech. So
many have forgotten the commandment of Christ: Let your “Yes” be “Yes” and your “No” be “No” (Matt.
5;37).

Not St. Thérese! We need this saint’s example of childlike simplicity and pure love of God. St. Thérése
reminds us by her writings on the “Little Way” that Jesus Christ must do all for us — that is, without His grace,
all our good works profit us nothing. When there is great love for God in our souls, even our smallest actions
can become occasions of great merit. Like this great saint, let us not slack in our efforts but always pray as if
everything depends on Our Lord!

The first-class Feast of St. Michael the Archangel is this Tuesday, September 29. Implore the Archangel’s
powerful intercession by assisting piously at the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass at 6 pm, the very Sacrifice which
references this heavenly patron in the third prayer after the consecration of the chalice!

Our monthly Men's Group, the Men of St. Joseph, will have its next meeting in the auditorium on
Wednesday, October 14 from 7:15 pm - 9:15 pm. Catholic men, we hope to see you there! We need spiritual
formation and fraternity among ourselves in a world which has forgotten God, and we need a good meal and a
beer sometimes too! RSVP to Felipe Vazquez: MANofStJoseph@gmail.com or: 510-432-8995.

Catholic women, you are not forgotten either. The next event for our Women's Group, the Sodality of Our
Lady of the Most Holy Rosary, will be in the auditorium on Wednesday, October 21 from 7:15 pm — 9:15 pm.
Come for fellowship and the perennial wisdom of the Catholic Church! RSVP to Jessica Glennon:
jessyshepglen@gmail.com.

I will attend my annual priest retreat with my community, the Institute of Christ the King, from Monday,
October S — Saturday, October 10 at the Institute’s Sacred Heart Retreat Center in Burlington, Wisconsin. I
will be back for both Sunday Masses on October 11. If I am not able to find replacements, I will have to cancel
the weekday Masses during my absence. Thank you for your understanding, and please look out for updates.
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Do you have one or more children to enroll in First Communion preparation? Now is the time to sign them
up! The weekly class will begin in late February and take place every Wednesday at 4 pm on Zoom. Each class
will run about thirty minutes. First Communions are tentatively planned for the first Sunday of May (this will
have to be confirmed). Please look out for updates. Please contact me as soon as possible to enroll your
children in our program.

Because of the initiative and enterprising ability of one of our generous faithful, a lovely and very useful
tradition has been restored. The Communion rail has been fitted with a white linen cloth. When you kneel to
receive Communion, please be sure to place your joined hands palms-up underneath this cloth to form a little
plateau. By doing so, should the Host fall, it will fall on the flat space of the cloth and be easily retrievable by
the priest. We must always aim to prevent the Host from falling to the floor.

We need more servers for the weekday Low Masses! Men, please step up to serve God in the Sacred Liturgy.
Let us remember that Mass without at least one acolyte was forbidden for many centuries. It is only permitted
in modern times because of the difficult circumstances in which Holy Mother Church finds herself. I am happy
to train our servers. Don’t worry about making mistakes! They are how we learn. To our current Altar Servers:
remember that if you are present at Mass, we need you in the sanctuary for the glory of God!

Important donations reminder! Please be sure to use the envelopes provided in the vestibule and by the
ushers with the words “Institute of Christ the King” printed on them for your donations, either cash or
check. For checks, please write “Institute of Christ the King” on the “pay to” line. If one of these printed
envelopes is not available, you may use your own envelope, or a piece of paper. Please be sure to write the
words “Institute of Christ the King” on it. Thank you very much for your continued generosity!

Wishing you a blessed Sunday,

Canon Norman

DONATE Mass Times at Most Holy Rosary Chapel:
to the Bay Area Apostolate: Sundays: 7:30 AM (Low Mass) & 12:30 PM
Confessions will be heard 45 minutes before the 8 AM Mass, and one hour before the 12:30

_https://bit.ly/ICKSPBADonate PM Mass.

Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday: 6:00 PM
Thursday: 12 Noon
Confessions 30 minutes before Mass

First Friday and First Saturday Masses and devotions are scheduled based on the
availability of the chapel, but will be announced in advance in Flocknote.

Flocknote: to receive updates and weekly letter, sign up at
https://ickspbayarea.flocknote.com/weeklyletter, or text “ICKSPSFBay” to 84576,
Choose the group “Institute of Christ the King — Bay Area

THANK YOU Website: https://institute-christ-king.org/oakland-home
for your generosity! Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ICKSPBayArea
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/ickspbayarea/
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