
 

DECEMBER  21 2025 
4TH  SUNDAY  OF ADVENT  



 

L ITURGICAL  CALENDAR  

MASS INTENTIONS  
 

Sunday, December 21 
4th Sunday of Advent, 1st Class 

8:00am Low Mass - The Roberts Family 
10:30am Solemn Mass - Mark & Valerie Serafino & 

Family 
 

Monday, December 22 
Advent Feria, 2nd Class 

8:00am Low Mass - In Reparation for the sin of 
Abortion 

 
Tuesday, December 23 
Advent Feria, 2nd Class 

8:00am Low Mass - Ted Meyer 
6:30pm Low Mass - Friends & Benefactors of SFDS 

Oratory 
 

Wednesday, December 24 
Vigil of the Nativity of Our Lord, 1st Class 

8:00am Low Mass - Carrie Merchant  
9:00am Solemn Prime  

There is no 12:15pm Low Mass 
 

Thursday, December 25 
Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, 1st Class  

Midnight Solemn Mass - The Underground Church 
in China 

8:00am Low Mass - Poor Clare Sisters 
10:30am Solemn Mass - SFDS Clergy & Candidates 

 
Friday, December 26 

St. Stephen, Deacon & Protomartyr, 2nd Class 
8:00am Low Mass - Edward Fichter (À) 

 
Saturday, December 27 

St. John, Apostle & Evangelist, 2nd Class 
8:00am Low Mass - Nicholas Fichter 

 
Sunday, December 28 

Sunday in the Octave of Christmas, 2nd Class 
8:00am Low Mass - Kathryn Marie Gabao 

10:30am Solemn Mass - Thanksgiving for 15 years 
of Marriage - The Shanyõs 

SERVER SCHEDULE  
 

Sunday, December 21 
8:00am Low Mass 

Acolytes: John Wichmer, Michael Podesta 
            10:30am Solemn Mass 
Master of  Ceremonies: Benjamin Jackson 
Thurifer: Mark Stamos 
Acolyte 1: Raymond Pekny 
Acolyte 2: Joseph Shany 
Choir Master of  Ceremonies: Patrick Daub 
Crucifer: Ezio LaZella 
Torchbearers: Peter McDonald, Gus Pekny, Rafe Daub,  
Benedict McDonald, Ethan Westbrook, Aidric McCarty 
 
Thursday, December 25 

Midnight Solemn Mass 
Master of Ceremonies: Liam Aufmuth  
Thurifer: Elias Johnson 
Acolyte 1: Henry AuBuchon  
Acolyte 2: Thomas Stein 
Crucifer: Steven Engel 
Choir Master of Ceremonies: Gus Pekny 
Torchbearers: Dominic Ruggiero, Finn Daub, John 
Doyle, Gabriel Davidson, Rafe Daub, Vincent Pekny  

10:30am Solemn Mass 
Master of  Ceremonies: Michael Ruggiero 
Thurifer: Louis VandenBergh 
Acolyte 1: Joseph McDonald 
Acolyte 2: Charles Armstrong 
Crucifer: Cullen Dittmar 
Choir Master of  Ceremonies: Oliver Sarko 
Torchbearers: Peter McDonald, Benedict McDonald 
  
Sunday, December 28 

8:00am Low Mass 
Acolytes: Thomas Stein, Thomas Schuepfer 
            10:30am Solemn Mass 
Master of  Ceremonies: Timothy White 
Thurifer: Raymond Pekny 
Acolyte 1: Campion Purgahn 
Acolyte 2: Joseph McDonald 
Choir Master of  Ceremonies: Dominic Ruggiero 
Crucifer: Brentan Hickey 
Torchbearers: Ciaran Daub, Laurence McCarty, Henry 
AuBuchon, Michael Westbrook, Emil Johnson, Oliver 
Purgahn 



 

N EWS AND  UPCOMING  EVENTS 

DECEMBER  25ð JANUARY  1: RECTORY OFFICE  IS 
CLOSED 
DECEMBER  27: ST. JOHN  WINE  BLESSING 
AFTER 8:00AM MASS 
DECEMBER  28: VENERATION  OF THE  RELIC  OF 
THE  H OLY INNOCENTS  AFTER BOTH  MASSES 
DECEMBER  31: TE DEUM  AT 5:30PM 
JANUARY  4: A REMAINING  CHRISTMAS PARTY  
JANUARY  5: EPIPHANY  WATER BLESSING AFTER 
8:00AM MASS 
JANUARY  6: FEAST OF THE  EPIPHANY   
JANURARY 6-13: EPIPHANY  H OUSE BLESSINGS 

 

MUSIC NOTES: 
 

Processional 
Silent 

Introit  
Rorate Coeli 

Mass Ordinary 
Mass XVII, "For Sundays for Advent & Lent" 

Gradual/Alleluia  
Prope est Dominus/Veni, Domine 

Offertory 
Ave Maria 

Offertory, cont'd 
Veni Redemptor Gentium - Christopher Dalitz 

During Communion 
En clara vox 

Communion Proper 
Ecce Virgo 

Recessional 
Silent 

LOOKING  TO L IVE  CLOSER TO 
THE  ORATORY? 

 

If youõre tired of missing Mass because of bad 

weather or wish it were easier to join weekly        

Oratory events, you should consider moving to Fox 

Park neighborhood. A good number of our faithful 

already live here and are happy to share their       

experiences and offer walking tours. For more    

information, please contact Abbé Alex at                          

abbe.alex@institute-christ-king.org 

MASS INTENTIONS  OPEN  
The Mass intention books are open. Please come by 
the office or send your specific intentions along 
with the stipend in the mail. Thank you. 



 

ORATORY CLEANING  TEAMS  

December 21: St. Anthony 
December 28: St. Cecelia  

January 4: St. Martha 

STEWARDSHIP  
Oratory Families: 554 

WEEKLY  SUNDAY  GOAL:  
$13,500.00 

DECEMBER  14 

  
 LOOSE:                                 $1,985.00 
 ENVELOPES:                         $6,582.00 

           ONLINE :                     $1,177.13 
 TOTAL:                              $9,744.13 

 
IMMACULATE  CONCEPTION : $3.939.00 

  
YTD STEWARDSHIP GOAL:       $324,000.00 
YTD STEWARDSHIP:                  $279,835.38 
 YTD SURPLUS/ DEFICIT:           ($44,164.62) 

 

ARCHDIOCESAN  ASSESSMENT 
PROPERY / L IABILITY  INSURANCE  

2025-2026 

 $122,544.00 

$10,212.00 MONTHLY   $2,553.00 APPROX. PER WEEKEND  

PLANNED  GIVING  
Please remember St. Francis de Sales Oratory in 

your Will or Living Trust. An appropriate Will or 

Trust provision would be:  

"I give __________ to The Friends of St.  

Francis de Sales Oratory, Inc., St. Louis,   

Missouri, for the Oratory's unrestricted use." 

INSURANCE ASSESSMENT 
 

The Oratoryõs biggest annual financial obligation 
continues to be that of our property and liability 
insurance assessed by the Archdiocese of Saint 
Louis. Our 2024-2025 insurance assessment is 
$119,172.00. We are relying on your continuous 
prayers and generous donations which you exercise 
by using your insurance envelope. Please help us 
off set this cost by donating today. Thank you!  

AN  EASY WAY TO DONATE   
There is now a new and simple way to make  
donations securely online by using your cell phone. 
Open the camera function on your phone and place 
the screen over the QR Code below. A window 
b a n n e r  w i l l  a p p e a r  a t  t h e  t o p 
fromeservicepayments.com and then follow the 
prompts to donate to the Oratoryõs general fund or 
restoration fund. You will also have the option to 
donate to the U.S. Provincial Headquarters in 
Chicago to support the work and mission in the 
USA.  
 
If you have any questions please 
contact the rectory office. Thank 
you very much for your charitable 
generosity. 

2026 EPIPHANY  H OUSE 
BLESSINGS 

 

JANUARY  6TH -13TH  
 

If you would like to receive the Epiphany Blessing 
for your home, please fill out the sign-up sheets 
available in the vestibules and in the church hall.   



 

 

SUNDAY  ROSARY LEADERS 

December 21: Clary Redd 
December 28: Michael Hayworth 
January 4: Vince VandenBergh 

 

CHRISTMAS CARDS FOR SALE  

Christmas cards are being sold in the North       

Vestibule of the church following the 8:00am and 

10:30am Masses. Stop by and pick up your      

Christmas cards today! The Holy Sacrifice of the 

Mass will be offered on Christmas Day for all those 

who receive one of these cards. 



 

CHRISTMAS NOVENA  TO THE  
INFANT  KING  

V. Roráte, cæli, désuper, et nubes pluant iustum. 

R. Aperiátur terra, et gérminet Salvatórem.  

 

Or®mus. Excita, quƲsumus, D·mine, pot®ntiam 

tuam, et veni: et magna nobis virtúte succúrre; ut 

per auxílium grátiæ tuæ, quod nostra peccáta 

præpédiunt, indulgéntia tuæ propitiatiónis accéleret: 

Qui vivis et regnas cum Deo Patre, in unitáte 

Sp²ritus Sancti, Deus, per ·mnia sƲcula sÞcul·rum. 

R. Amen.  

 

Novena Prayer to the Infant King 
O Divine Infant Jesus, I have recourse to Thee. 

Please, through Thy Blessed Mother, assist me in 

this necessity (mention intention here), because I firmly 

believe that Thy Divinity can help me. I hope with 

confidence to obtain Thy holy grace. I love Thee 

with all my heart and with all the strength of my 

soul. I repent sincerely of my sins and I beg Thee, 

O Good Jesus, to grant me the strength to triumph 

over them. I resolve never more to offend Thee 

and I come to offer myself to Thee with the 

intention of enduring everything rather than to 

displease Thee. Henceforth, I desire to serve Thee 

with fidelity and, for the love of Thee, O Divine 

Infant, I will love my neighbor as myself. All 

powerful Infant, O Jesus, I implore Thee again, 

assist me in this need. Grant me the grace of 

possessing Thee eternally with Mary and Joseph 

and of adoring Thee with the angels in the heavenly 

court. Amen. 

ST. VINCENT  DE PAUL 

GIVING  TREE 
Because of you, 18 families have gifts on Christmas 
that they would not otherwise have received!  Be-
cause of you, 24 children and 21 adults, some sen-
iors who live alone, were provided with gifts and 
gift cards.  The Society of St. Vincent de Paul is 
deeply grateful for your generosity. We could not 
have done this without your help! Thank you!  


