
Most Precious Blood of Jesus 
Parish  

A Pennsylvania Charitable Trust

Mass Schedule 
 

Sundays: 8am Low Mass; 11am High Mass 
Monday: 12 Noon 
Tuesday: 12 Noon & 7pm 
Wednesday through Friday: 12 Noon 
1st Friday of Month: 12 Noon & 7pm 
Saturday: 9am 
 

Confession Schedule 
 

Sundays: 7:30 to 9am; 10:30am to 12:30pm 
Monday: 11:30 to 11:55am 
Tuesday: 11:30 to 11:55am; 6:30 to 6:55pm 
Wednesday through Friday: 11:30 to 11:55am 
1st Friday of Month: 11:30 to 11:55am; 6:30 to 6:55pm 
Saturday: 8:30 to 8:55am 
 
Please consult weekly bulletin for modifications to the schedule 
(eg. Holy Days, Civil Holidaysé). 
For Baptisms, Marriages, Visitation of the sick, Funerals, or 
Registration as a parishioner, please contact the Parish Office. 

Institute of Christ the King Sovereign Priest 
 

Veritatem Facientes In CaritateðFurthering the Truth in Charity 

Contact Information 
 

Parish Office  
Office Hours: Mon, Tues, Fri:  9am to 2pm 
 
3250 California Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15212 
Phone 412-761-1508 
Fax: 412-761-6454 
Email: office@mpboj.com 
Website: mostpreciousbloodparish.org 
 
 

Clergy & Staff 
 

Canon William Avis, Pastor 
Canon John OôConnor, Parochial Vicar 
Gail Buchman, Administrative Assistant 
Gerry Redic, Business Manager 
John Rokosz, Music Director 
Jeannine Goelz, Volunteer Coordinator 
 
Pennsylvania Childline (report suspected child abuse)  
1-800-932-0313 
Protection of Children and Youth (diocesan office) 
1-888-808-1235 



 Mass Intentions 
 

Sunday, December 15, 2019 
 3rd Sunday of Advent ñGaudeteò, 1st ClassðViolet/Rose 
    8AM    Pro Populo 
  11AM   + Vincent Gormley (Carla Levis) 

Monday, December 16, 2019 
 St. Eusebius, 3rd ClassðRed 
 Commemoration of Advent Feria (from 3rd Sunday of Advent)  
  12noon  + Claire Thomas (Liz & Bob Blume) 

Tuesday, December 17, 2019 
 Advent Feria (from 3rd Sunday of Advent), 2nd ClassðViolet 
12noon  Bruce Drummond (Lynette Shuster) 
    7PM  Susan Massey (Reynolds Family)  

Wednesday, December 18, 2019 
 Ember Wednesday, 2nd ClassðViolet 
     12noon   Canon OôConnor (Dr. & Mrs. Ralph Capone) 

Thursday, December 19, 2019 
 Advent Feria (from 3rd Sunday of Advent), 2nd ClassðViolet 
12noon   Charlotte Callahan (Erica Callahan) 

Friday, December 20, 2019 
 Ember Friday, 2nd ClassðViolet 
  12noon    + Leonard Paul Simelis (Mrs. Donna Marie Simelis) 

Saturday, December 21, 2019 
 St. Thomas the Apostle, 2nd ClassðRed 
 Commemoration of the Ember Saturday 
     9AM   Temporal & Spiritual Welfare of Thomas  
  Zimmerman Family ( Douglas Young Family) 

Sunday, December 22, 2019 
 4th Sunday of Advent, 1st ClassðViolet 
    8AM    Pro Populo 
  11AM   + Dr. Joseph & Ren®e DiMatteo (James & Kathy 
  Cardellini) 
___________________________________________________ 
 

Our Weekly Offerings 
 

Sunday, November 24th (corrected version) 
Offertory ................................................................ $6,968.00 
Parish Improvements ................................................ $425.00 
Retirement Fund ....................................................... $505.00 

 
Sunday, December 8th 
Offertory ................................................................ $8,102.50 
Parish Improvements .................................................. $25.00 
Christmas Flowers .................................................... $298.00 
 
Mass Attendance 
Sunday, December 8th ......................... 8am: 359; 11am: 324 
 
 

Faith Direct 
   If you like the convenience of automatically donating to our 
new parish on a regular basis, please consider utilizing Faith 
Direct.   
You can register for donations to be made directly from your 
bank account or charged to your personal credit card by visiting 
www.faithdirect.net or by calling 866-507-8757.  The parish 
code for Most Precious Blood of Jesus parish is PA678.  
 
 

Please  Patronize the Advertisers in our Bulletin.  
Their support allows us to provide this service.   
Interested in Advertising in our Bulletin?   
Call 1- 800- 945- 6629. 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

Monday, December 23rdðRorate Mass at 6am. 

Wednesday, December 25thðChristmas: 12am High 
Mass; 8am Low Mass; 11am High Mass 

Friday, December 27thðSt. Johnôs Day: Blessing of 
Wine following noon Mass. 

Tuesday, December 31stðSt. SylvesterôsðAdoration 
with Te Deum 11pm to Midnight 

Wednesday, January 1stðOctave of Christmas (Holy 
Day of Obligation): 8am Low Mass; 11am High Mass 

Friday, January 3rdð12pm Low Mass; 7pm Low Mass; 
both Masses followed by Sacred Heart Devotions 

Saturday, January 4thð9am Low Mass followed by Im-
maculate Heart Devotions 

Sunday, January 5thðFeast of the Holy Name/Vigil of 
Epiphany: Blessing of Epiphany Water after High Mass; 
Epiphany Dinner 

 

Rorate Mass 
 

  There is an Advent tradition of celebrating an early 
morning Mass by candlelight in honor of Our Lady.  
We will have the opportunity to live out this tradition 
on Monday, December 23rd at 6am with a Rorate 
Mass.  ñRorateò comes from the Introit of the votive 
Mass of Our Lady during Advent.  It celebrated before 
dawn and by candlelight to remind us to be ready and 
vigilant for the coming of the Lord. BYOC. 

 
 
 

ICRSS 2020 Calendars 
 

  2020 Liturgical Calendars produced by the Institute 
are available for a donation of $10 each.  Please see an 
usher if you are interested. 

 

The Institute of Christ the King Sovereign Priest invites 
you to enroll your loved ones in our Christmas Novena 
of Masses. 
The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass will be offered from 
Christmas Eve through the Octave of our Lord's Nativi-
ty at the Institute's U.S. Provincial Headquarters upon 
the altar of the Holy Infant King for those enrolled and 
their intentions. 
This Christmas, give those on your Christmas list the 
Eternal Gift. Enroll them in the Institute's Christmas 
Novena of Masses today!  Please visit our website: 
www.institute-christ-king.org. 
May Christ our Holy Infant King bless you always and 
fill your year with His heavenly grace. 



  The Federation of North-American Explorers 
(FNE) is an international, Catholic, faith-based youth 
movement that that builds its members into saints 
through an adventurous outdoors program. It teaches 
responsibility, promise, commitment, leadership, ser-
vice, and loyalty. We explore nature, the outdoors, 
the community, service to others, leadership, and the 
Catholic faith. 
  Saint Francis Xavier FNE Group is the Pittsburgh 
branch of the FNE, which will begin meeting soon at 
Most Precious Blood of Jesus Roman Catholic Par-
ish. We are currently accepting girls age 6-7, boys 
age 6-12, and adult leaders of all ages. As the Group 
continues to grow, explorers from 13 years of age to 
24 years of age will be able to join as well. If you are 
interested in getting involved with this exciting pro-
gram, please contact Group Chief Matt Kaufman 
("Red Fox") at fnepgh@gmail.com or 412-737-2485. 
  Following both 8AM Low Mass and 11AM High 
Mass on Sunday, December 15th, Saint Francis Xa-
vier FNE Group leaders active youth will be sta-
tioned outside of the doors following both Masses to 
sell gourmet holiday breads with ribbons to help 
jumpstart the Groupôs programming needs, uniforms, 
and supplies. Please consider supporting this exciting 
new initiative at Most Precious Blood parish, and 
take home some delicious breads for the Christmas 
season! 
 

12th Night/Epiphany Dinner 
 

You are invited to a Parish ñTwelfth Night - Epipha-
ny Dinnerò on Sunday, January 5, 2020 at 2 p.m. in 
our school gym.  It will be held after the blessing 
of Holy Water and Salt in the church immediately 
after the High Mass.  The cost is $20 per family with 
children 17 and under or $10 for adults and young 
adults over 18 years of age.   Advance reserva-
tions  are required and can be made after each Mass 
on Sunday, December 22nd and Sunday, December 
29th.  A member of the  Confraternity of Christian 
Mothers will be in the vestibule in the back of the 
church to register you.  Please pay with cash or make 
your check payable to ñMost Precious Blood of Jesus 
Parishò.    Dressy attire is requested.  A lovely after-
noon of music, singing and delicious food will be 
enjoyed by all.  Our facilities can comfortably ac-
commodate 200, therefore you must make advance 
reservations.  We plan to make this an annual event 
to celebrate the Christmas season.  

 

 

Wisdom of St. Francis de Sales 

We always want this thing or that thing, 
and even when we have Jesus Himself in 
our breast we are not satisfied. Yet He is 
all that we could possibly desire...At the 
birth of the Savior the shepherds heard 
the songs of the heavenly spirits, but Sa-
cred Scripture does not say that they were heard by 
the Madonna and Saint Joseph, who were closer to 
the little Babe. Instead, they saw the Divine Child 
trembling with the cold, His eyes bathed in tears! 
And what do we prefer--to stay in that dark stable 
which echoes with the cries of the Babe, or to be out-
side listening with the shepherds to the angelic 
choirs? Certainly we should choose the former, be-
cause it is better, even in the darkness to stay close to 
Jesus.  
 

Mass Intentions 
Although a number of parishioners wait until the end of 
the year to submit Mass intentions for the following 
year, you may request Masses at any time, provided 
you are not requesting a Mass for a date more than one 
year in advance.  To request a Mass intention, you may 
contact the parish office (412.761.1508) or use the 
forms available in the church (located at both entranc-
es), then place in an envelope designated as ñMass In-
tentionsò and deposit into the collection basket on Sun-
day.  




