DECEMBER 27, 2020
Sunday in the Octave of Christmas

ST. FRANCIS DE SALES
ORATORY
HOLY MASS SCHEDULE:
Sunday Schedule
Mass 7:30am, 9:00am and
10:30am
Monday - Saturday
Mass 8:00am
Tuesday
Mass 6:30pm
Wednesday
Mass 12:15pm

ORATORY CLERGY:

First Fridays
Mass 6:30pm

VERY REV. MSGR. R. MICHAEL SCHMITZ, STD, JCD

Holy Days of Obligation
Please consult the bulletin

Vicar General & Delegate for the United States

REV. CANON MATTHEW L. TALARICO
Provincial Superior, United States

REV. CANON BENJAMIN L. COGGESHALL
Rector, Episcopal Delegate - Summorum Pontificum

REV. CANON PIERRE R. DUMAIN
Vicar

SACRED DEVOTIONS:
Mother of Perpetual Help
Tuesday 8:00am & 6:30pm

REV. CANON MIGUEL A. CAÑADAS CARPIO

Adoration
Thursday 6:30pm

Vicar & Sacristan

ABBÉ ALEX J. BARGA
General Manager

CONFESSIONS:

ORATORY STAFF:
Mr. Jon Roché

Accounting Manager

Mrs. Mary Hayworth
Office Administrator

30 minutes before all Masses
Mr. James Marck

Director of Sacred Music

“When we are despised, it is a human reaction to be sad. To rejoice on such occasions is a sign of spiritual perfection.”
St. Francis de Sales

INSTITUTE OF CHRIST THE KING SOVEREIGN PRIEST

LITURGICAL CALENDAR
Mass Intentions:
Sunday, December 27
Sunday in the Octave of Christmas, 2nd Class
7:30am Low Mass - Harry & Patricia Miller †
9:00am Low Mass - Shawn Wehrkamp
10:30am Solemn Mass - Louise & Roy Arnold
Monday, December 28
Holy Innocents, 2nd Class
8:00am Low Mass - MariaRaphaella
Nguyen Truong
Tuesday, December 29
5th Day in the Octave of Christmas, 2nd Class
8:00am Low Mass - Paul W. Mattli †
6:30pm Low Mass - Restoration &
Benefactors of St. Francis de Sales Oratory
Wednesday, December 30
6th Day in the Octave of Christmas, 2nd Class
8:00am Low Mass - A Most Needy Soul
12:15pm Low Mass - Karen Singer †
Thursday, December 31
7th Day in the Octave of Christmas, 2nd Class
8:00am Low Mass - Kathy Barga †
5:00pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament,
Te Deum and Benediction
NO ADORATION
Friday, January 1
Octave Day of Christmas, 1st Class
7:30am Low Mass - Brian Barga
9:00am Low Mass - George & Mary Stamos
10:30am Solemn High Mass - Justina Guiritan †
NO 6:30PM FIRST FRIDAY EVENING MASS
Saturday, January 2
Votive Mass of the Immaculate Heart of Mary,
3rd Class
8:00am Low Mass - Grant & Andrea Garmann
Sunday, January 3
Holy Name of Jesus, 2nd Class
7:30am Low Mass - Welda DeRousse †
9:00am Low Mass - Mr. & Mrs. John Grimm, Sr. †
10:30am Solemn Mass - Dr. Michael Dixon

Server Schedule
Sunday, December 27
7:30am Low Mass
Acolytes: Mark Halisky, Christopher Berens
9:00am Low Mass
Acolytes: Joel Miller, Liam Miller
10:30am Solemn Mass
Master of Ceremonies: Timothy White
Thurifer: Louis VandenBergh
Acolyte 1: Alex Vega
Acolyte 2: David Clonts
Crucifer: Joseph Pekny
Choir Master of Ceremonies: Raphael VandenBergh
Torchbearers: Joey Huber, Michael Ruggiero,
Raymond Clonts, Campion Purgahn, Ezio LaZella,
Jackson Huber
Friday, January 1
7:30am Low Mass
Acolytes: Liam Aufmuth, Mark Halisky
9:00am Low Mass
Acolytes: Joel Miller, Thomas Schuepfer
10:30am Solemn Mass
Master of Ceremonies: Michael LaZella
Thurifer: Timothy White
Acolyte 1: Gabriel Ruggiero
Acolyte 2: Maximus AuBuchon
Crucifer: Dominic Stamos
Choir Master of Ceremonies: Michael Ruggiero
Torchbearers: Raymond Pekny, Gus Pekny, Ezio
LaZella, Dominic Ruggiero, Joseph Shany, John
Wichmer
Sunday, January 3
7:30am Low Mass
Acolytes: Mark Halisky, Lance Gerbig
9:00am Low Mass
Acolytes: Thomas Schuepfer, Liam Miller
10:30am Solemn Mass
Master of Ceremonies: Joseph Pekny
Thurifer: Michael Ruggiero
Acolyte 1: Dominic Stamos
Acolyte 2: Raymond Clonts
Crucifer: Joseph Clonts
Choir Master of Ceremonies: Timothy White
Torchbearers: Benjamin Lowe, Jonathan Lowe,
Dominic Ruggiero, Emil Johnson, Charlie Kahre,
Trent Hickey

NEWS AND UPCOMING EVENTS
From the Rector
My Dear Friends and Faithful of St. Francis de Sales Oratory,
By the time you read this message, the great Nativity Feast will have ended for many in the world. Even on
your way to Mass today, it is quite possible to have perceived several Christmas trees already set out on the
curb. It is such a shame to cut short such a joyful season before it has barely begun.
We are not of this world though and I bid you to enjoy the season! Christmas has just commenced and I pray
that these next few weeks will be filled with joyful merrymaking within your family homes. The Octave Day
of Christmas is coming up and then the Epiphany feast. May you be at peace with your families. May you be
surrounded by twinkling lights, the scent of pine and cinnamon while you continue contemplating the small
figures in your manger scene while you listen to the stories told by your children and relatives of goings on
over the past year.
Our American Christmas traditions are worth continuing and give deeper meaning to our homes. Hillaire Belloc, writing over 100 years ago penned a warm description of an English Christmas in the Catholic tradition in
an essay entitled A Remaining Christmas successfully arguing this point. An excellent English writer, the
scene he describes is comforting and enviable, better than a movie…for it described real life in his corner of
the world that seems impossible to our ears. However, even then, he lamented the disappearance of the
Christmas traditions from English households and saw the future of its sad effects.
I implore you to carry on with our Catholic Christmas traditions at home, for they are of inestimable value for
our identity as Catholics and our identity as Americans. Belloc writes:
This house where such good things are done year by year has suffered all the things that every age has suffered. It has known the sudden separation of wife and husband, the sudden fall of young men under arms who
will never more come home, the scattering of the living and their precarious return, the increase and the loss
of fortune, all those terrors and all those lessenings and haltings and failures of hope which make up the life of
man. But its Christmas binds it to its own past and promises its future; making the house an undying thing of
which those subject to mortality within it are members, sharing in its continuous survival.
There are many ugly things in the world that thus far have not succeeded in eclipsing Christmas. I pray that
these beautiful words will be of comfort and inspiration to you as we move forward into 2021.
You form the family that is the Oratory. Our common love of Christ is that link that binds us all and is manifested in all of the traditions we practice here…traditions that are not simply antiques for nostalgic fools nor
mere sterile museum shelve bric-a-brac, but rather living ones that are meant to enrich our earthly journey.
My Institute confreres are glad to have you along for the ride of life in our shared, little corner of the world
called South Saint Louis. Thank you for all of your prayers, your company and your generous support of the
Oratory’s material needs over the past year.
May the Christ Child augment His grace in you all this season. Merry Christmas to you all and Happy New
Year!
Canon Benjamin Coggeshall

Oratory Rectory Office Hours
Christmas Schedule

Planned Giving

The Rectory offices will be closed for Christmas
from December 24 - December 28, 2020.

Please remember St. Francis de Sales Oratory in your
Will or Living Trust. An appropriate Will or Trust
provision would be:

De Sales Heritage Foundation

"I give __________ to The Friends of St. Francis de
Sales Oratory, Inc., St. Louis, Missouri, for the Oratory's unrestricted use."

The DeSales Heritage Foundation is in existence
since January 2018. This entity is a public charity, tax-exempt under Internal Revenue Code
(IRC) Section 501(c)(3). All donations made to
the Foundation are therefore tax deductible according to IRC Section 170. The governing instrument of this Foundation provides that its purpose is to promote and support the restoration,
preservation and improvement of our church
building, an historically and architecturally significant structure listed on the National Register of
Historic Places. This narrow objective is meant to
encourage companies, associations and other entities that may not wish to support religion, as such,
to contribute to the important cause of the restoration of our magnificent church.
Many corporations match donations made by
employees to a recognized non-profit, such as
DeSales Heritage Foundation. Please inquire
about your company’s employee gift matching
program and guidelines.
If you need to provide details to qualify DeSales
Heritage Foundation for your company’s program, please contact Mr. Charles A. Redd at (314)
259-4534 or charles.redd@stinson.com.

Pipe Organ Campaign 2019/20
Campaign Goal:
$375,000.00
Pledged Amount:
$64,146.98
Pledge Received:
$51,378.45
Non Pledge Donations:
$149,105.03
Friends/De Sales Heritage:
$81,555.01
277 Households - 258 Households Participating

Insurance Assessment
The Oratory’s biggest annual financial obligation continues to be that of our property and liability insurance
assessed by the Archdiocese of Saint Louis.
Our 2020-2021 insurance assessment is $98,256.00.
We are relying on your continuous prayers and generous donations which you exercise by using your insurance envelope.
Please help us off set this cost by donating today.
Thank you very much!

Stewardship
July 2020 - June 2021
Weekly Collection Goal: $12,500.00
Collection for: December 20
Envelopes Mailed: 224
Envelopes Turned In: 126

Loose:
Envelopes:
Online Donations:
TOTAL:
YTD Stewardship Goal:
YTD Stewardship:
YTD Surplus/Deficit:

$1,931.00
$11,359.00
$ 906.16
14,196.16
$325,000.00
$239,579.58
($85,420.42)

Insurance Assessment 2020-2021
$98,256.00 (approx. $8,100.00 a month)

Reception of the Cassock
As we enter the beginning of the Christmas
season, I announce to you great news for our
Institute family in the United States. After
over two years of preparation at St. Francis de
Sales Oratory, Mark Halisky and Lance
Gerbig will receive the cassock on Wednesday, January 20, 2021 at St. Fr ancis de
Sales Oratory in St. Louis, Missouri.
Thank you for joining me in praying for our
confreres as they prepare to make this important consecration of their lives to the service of Holy Mother Church within the family
of the Institute.
More details will be available in the coming
weeks.

Christmas and New Year
Mass Schedule
Sunday, December 27, 2020

7:30am Low Mass
9:00am Low Mass
10:30am Solemn High Mass
Blessing of St. John's wine after Mass

Monday, December 28, 2020
8:00am Low Mass

Tuesday, December 29, 2020
The rectory will be open after each Mass on
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27th for those who
would like to view the Christmas trees and decorations. Canon Coggeshall's brother visited from
Chicago to
donate his time
to prepare the
rectory for the
community.
One family at a
time will be let
in through the
rectory entrance
facing the interior courtyard.
Knock at the
door and a community member
will let you in.
Any children
MUST be
accompanied
by a parent or
guardian.

8:00am Low Mass
6:30pm Low Mass

Wednesday, December 30, 2020
8:00am Low Mass
12:15pm Low Mass

Thursday, December 31, 2020

8:00am Low Mass
5:00pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament,
Te Deum and Benediction

Friday, January 1, 2021
7:30am Low Mass
9:00am Low Mass
10:30am Solemn High Mass

Merry Christmas!
Thank you to everyone who helped make the
Solemn Masses on Christmas as dignified and
beautiful as they should be for Our Lord. The
many hours of practice and preparation was
evident and greatly appreciated. Thank you!

ORATORY ORGANIZATIONS ANNOUNCEMENTS
Conference of
Society of St. Vincent de Paul
Spirituality, Friendship, Service

Our SVdP conference here at St. Francis de Sales is
still serving our neighbors -- with increased requests
due to the Coronavirus. 3 THINGS: 1) Please consider
joining us; we meet at 9am on the 2nd Saturday; call
us for details. 2) Does your family need help? Remember we help Oratory members too. Our # is:
(314) 289-6101, ext 1147. And 3) We depend on donations. Please support the Oratory first; then consider
SVdP, knowing that 100% of your donation goes to
those in need. Make checks payable to "St. Vincent de
Paul at SFdS" & send to the Oratory. Thank you for
your generosity & God bless!

The Benevolent Society is a Catholic Men’s organization that was founded in the early years of
St. Francis de Sales church for the financial help
of its members in time of need.
For more information on this charitable and
friendly group, please contact Mr. Wally Feld at
wfeld@charter.net

Oratory Cleaning

An Apostolate for Fathers and Sons
(age 6-18). For more information
please visit: www.tsg129.org

Sunday Rosary

With the added Sunday Mass we do not have enough
time to pray the Rosary before the 10:30am Mass until
further notice. Thank you for understanding.

The Oratory Cleaning Crews put the church in order after the final Mass each Sunday. This involves
light dust mopping and clearing the pews of
handouts, etc. New volunteers will be most welcome and can call the office at (314) 771-3100 to
sign up.
Here are the next assignments:
Sunday, December 27: St. Benedict
Sunday, January 3: St. Anthony
Sunday, January 10: St. Cecilia

2021 Institute Calendars
2021 Calendars are now available at the Oratory
office! Wishing to express our gratitude for your
kindness over the past year, we offer these to you
as a gift. Though, for those who choose, a $5.00
donation
would go a
long way in
helping to
cover our
costs. You
are invited
to take extra copies
to give to friends and family, thus doing your
small part to spread the Traditional Latin Mass
and the spirit of the Institute of Christ the King
into the United States! Contact the rectory office.

Archdiocesan Guidelines
During the pandemic, the dispensation that was
given by the Archdiocese of St. Louis concerning
Mass attendance on Sundays and Holy Days of
Obligation is still in effect. For those who are older or who have well founded fear for their health,
should in no way feel under any pressure to attend
Mass at this time (provided, of course, that you do
your best to sanctify the Lord’s Day religiously at
home). Those who have flu symptoms or who
have reason to believe they have been exposed to
the virus should NOT come to church at this time,
as an act of charity to others.
Our current occupancy limit is 50% which is set
at 550 persons. To maintain social distancing we
have roped off every other pew—please do not
remove these dividers at any time. We have hand
sanitizer and face coverings available for you in
the 3 main vestibules.
For the Christmas Masses this year, in union
with the archdiocese we encourage you to consider attending a Christmas Day Mass in order
to help with social distancing. As usual, online
sign ups will be sent to Oratory members and
posted online. Thank you very much.
More information can be found on the Archdiocesan Website: archstl.org/coronavirus-covid-19mandates-and-directives

Prayers for Oratory Members
In your charity, please pray for members of the
Oratory who may be in need of special prayers
during this Christmas Season. There are members
who are facing surgery in the coming weeks, who
may be sick or recovering from an illness, who are
experiencing loneliness, who may have lost a
loved one recently or who just need prayers for
added strength and perseverance in their lives.
Don’t forget to offer prayers of Thanksgiving for
answered prayers and for all the gifts and graces
that we have received. A grateful heart is a happy
heart!
Prayer is always the right size and color and is the
one gift that is often overlooked which we need
the most and will have everlasting benefits.

Brown Scapular Enrollment
If you have not yet been invested in the Brown
Scapular, you will have an opportunity on Tuesday, January 5, 2021 after the 6:30pm evening
Mass. Present yourself at the main communion
rail after Mass to be enrolled in the Confraternity
of the Carmelite Order by one of the priests at the
Oratory. Please bring your own Brown Scapular!
Contact the Rectory office if you wish to be
enrolled.

Restroom Access

There is a small restroom located in the back of
the church, Epistle side vestibule, and larger restrooms in the church hall under the church which
can be accessed either by the south elevator or by
exiting the north entrance of the nave and continuing down the outside stairs that lead to the hall.

Missing Something?
Quite a few Rosaries have been left in the church
or found on the church campus and turned in to
the rectory office recently. One of these beautiful
sacramentals may just belong to you! There are
also several Sunday missals, mantillas, prayer
cards and other religious items that have been left
in the church. Please check the Lost and Found
table in the church hall. All items not claimed by
the end of this month will be donated to charity.

TO ALL OUR GUESTS…
Canon Coggeshall and the faithful of St. Francis de Sales Oratory welcome you, and hope that your time in the
“Cathedral of South St. Louis” may be an opportunity to share in the tradition of the Roman Catholic Faith.
Please enjoy the beauty of this building dedicated to St. Francis de Sales, co-patron of the
INSTITUTE OF CHRIST THE KING SOVEREIGN PRIEST.
According to liturgical tradition, and the Extraordinary Form of the Roman Rite, Holy Communion is received
kneeling and on the tongue. All visitors who are not of the Catholic faith are welcome to join us in prayer, but
are requested not to receive Holy Communion. Because the reception of Holy Communion is the sign of Divine
and Ecclesial unity, only practicing Catholics who are free of mortal sin, and in full communion with the
Catholic Church should present themselves for Holy Communion.

We pray for the full visible unity among all Christians.
To receive more information about the Oratory or if you desire to become a member of the Catholic Church,
contact the rectory. St. Francis de Sales Oratory is an Oratory of the INSTITUTE OF CHRIST THE KING
SOVEREIGN PRIEST in the Archdiocese of St. Louis.
All contributions to the Oratory are sincerely appreciated and are tax deductible.

St. Francis de Sales Oratory Information:
INFANT BAPTISM:
Parents requesting Baptism must be active registered
members of the Oratory.

1ST HOLY COMMUNION AND CONFIRMATION:
For instructions please contact the Rectory.

HOLY MATRIMONY:
Couples planning to marry at the Oratory must call the
rectory for the proper instructions.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK:
Members facing surgery, serious illness, or even death
may call (314) 771-3100.

TOURS:
The monthly Stained Glass Window Tours are suspended
until further notice.

Oratory Rectory:
2653 Ohio Avenue
Saint Louis, Missouri 63118
Telephone: (314) 771-3100 • FAX: (314) 771-3295
www.institute-christ-king.org
Email: sfds@institute-christ-king.org

